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NEWS AND NOTES 



THE NORTHWEST COUNCIL OF ENGLISH TEACHERS 
The English section of the Inland Empire Association, which met at 
Spokane, Wash., in April, 1913, enjoyed a prosperous attendance, a live 
program, and the first steps of a permanent organization. The topics 
and speakers were as follows: " Oral Expression in the High School," Mr. 
S. W. Sawtelle, of the North Central High School, Spokane; "Rhetoric 
and Composition for Use," Mr. Stephen Sears, of Washington State 
College, Pullman; "The Economical Advantages of Simplified Spelling," 
President William T. Foster, of Reed College, Portland, Ore. The 
officers elected were: President, N. E. Hinch, Head of the English 
Department, State Normal School, Cheney, Wash.; Vice-President, 
L. W. Sawtelle, Head of the English Department, North Central High 
School, Spokane, Wash.; Treasurer, H. E. Fowler, State Normal School, 
Lewiston, Idaho; Secretary, Alice M. Bechtel, North Central High 
School, Spokane. The next meeting will be held in connection with the 
Washington State Association, Spokane, October 29, 1913. 

ASSOCIATION OF TEACHERS OF ENGLISH OF NEW JERSEY 

The regular meeting of the Association of Teachers of English of New 
Jersey was held at Princeton University, Princeton, N.J., on Saturday, 
May 17. At the forenoon session the topic for discussion was "English 
in the Grammar School." The subject was ably presented by three 
grammar-school principals of Newark, Mr. Martin L. Cox, Mr. C. E. 
Reber, and Mr. S. B. Gilhuly. 

The afternoon session was devoted to a discussion of the College 
Entrance Examination in English. Professor Osgood of the Princeton 
faculty presented the standard which the college considers to be reason- 
able. Miss Margaret L. Coult of the Barringer High School, Newark, 
and Miss Helena E. Hartshorn of the Englewood High School discussed 
the problems of the preparation of high-school students for college. 

The meeting was held at Princeton by special invitation of the 
Princeton faculty. All who attended were entertained as guests of the 
faculty at the University Club. Eighty members were present. Presi- 
dent Hibben at the morning session welcomed the teachers in a very 
graceful speech. He emphasized the supreme importance of thorough 
training in English. Arthur Wakzfiel Dj Secretary 

461 



462 THE ENGLISH JOURNAL 

MAY MEETING OF THE NEW YORK CITY ASSOCIATION 

The New York City Association holds three meetings a year, in 
November, February, and May. The last meeting of this year was 
held in the auditorium of Wanamaker's on the morning of May 17. The 
committees on Teachers' Interests and Departmental Pedagogy each 
presented printed reports showing commendable activity in their two 
departments. Mr. W. E. Bohn of the Ethical Culture School presented 
the work of the Drama League of America and urged the English teachers 
to connect themselves with it. 

The address of the morning was delivered by Rev. Nehemiah 
Boynton, D.D., pastor of Clinton Avenue Congregational Church, 
Brooklyn, and Moderator of the National Council of Congregational 
Churches, who chose for his subject "The Inspiration of Books." Dr. 
Boynton took for the divisions of his address the familiar sentence from 
Bacon's essay "Of Studies," "Studies Serve for Delight, for Ornament, 
and for Ability," and went on to give a most inspiring talk. 

Officers for the ensuing year were elected as follows: President, 
Charles S. Hartwell, Eastern District High School, Brooklyn; Vice- 
President, Emma F. Lowd, Washington Irving High School, New York 
City; Secretary and Treasurer, Dr. H. K. Munroe, Bryant High School, 
Long Island City; Executive Committee, Dr. Frederick H. Law, 
Stuyvesant High School, New York City; A. A. Falk, Morris High 
School, New York City; Susan M. Bradley, Jamaica High School, 
Jamaica; Robert Proctor, Commercial High School, Brooklyn; and 

Anna Ryan, Curtis High School, Staten Island. 

Edwin Fairley 



THE WEST VIRGINIA MEETING 

The English Section of the West Virginia Education Association met 
at Parkersburg, W.Va., on June 19. Professor Simeon C. Smith, of 
West Virginia University, read the principal paper of the day, on "How 
to Make English Composition Interesting and Effective for the Boy." 
It was a most excellent paper, and aroused an interesting discussion. 
Mr. Walter Barnes was elected president for the next year, and a com- 
mittee was appointed to formulate plans for affiliation with the National 
Council of Teachers of English. The West Virginia Section was organ- 
ized only last year, but its friends believe it will soon develop into a 

flourishing and useful organization. 

Walter Barnes 
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ENGLISH AT THE N.E.A. 

That English is by no means a dead issue was conclusively demon- 
strated at the recent meeting of the National Education Association at 
Salt Lake City. The subject was discussed in three department meet- 
ings, one general session, and at a special meeting of the National Council 
of Teachers of English. 

The program of the Council was as follows: "Developing a Sense of 
Responsibility in Pupils," by Archie J. Cloud, deputy superintendent of 
schools in San Francisco; "A Successful Experiment in Oral English," by 
Emma J. Breck, head of the English Department in the Oakland High 
School, Oakland, Cal.; "Harmonizing Esthetic Interests with the 
Commercial and Industrial Trend of Our Time," by Herbert W. Hill, 
professor of English in the University of Nevada. 

The Library Section devoted much attention to the problems of the 
schools. Among the topics were: " Connecting the Public Schools with 
the Public Library," by Howard Driggs, of the University of Utah; "The 
Conduct of a Course in Children's Literature," by James F. Hosic, of 
Chicago Teachers College; and "Libraries for Rural Communities," by 
P. P. Claxton, United States Commissioner of Education. The energetic 
president of the department, Mary E. Hall, librarian of the Girls' High 
School in Brooklyn, N.Y., had not only arranged a good program, but 
had also provided an exhibit, including some sixty lists of home reading 
used by the National Council committee last year. 

The Secondary Department, besides considering the report of its 
committee on the high-school course, listened to a discussion of " Effective 
Methods of Securing the Co-operation of All Departments in the Teach- 
ing of English Composition" by Mr. Hosic, and the general association 
was given an account of the "Advance Movement of English Teachers" 
by the same speaker, while the English Round Table was devoted to the 
preliminary report of the Joint Committee on the High-School Course in 
English. A report of the Round Table was prepared by the secretary 
and will be found below. The report of the committee is printed, and 
may be had by applying to the chairman at 68th St. and Stewart Ave., 
Chicago, 111. 

NATIONAL EDUCATION ASSOCIATION ROUND TABLE CONFER- 
ENCE IN ENGLISH, JULY 11, 1913 

The Chairman, Superintendent E. O. Holland, of Louisville, Ky., 
being engaged in reading a paper in another department, the English 
Conference was called to order in one of the parlors of the Hotel Utah, by 
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Principal M. H. Stuart of Indianapolis, president of the Department of 
Secondary Education. With a very few words of introduction he turned 
the meeting over to the direction of Professor James F. Hosic, of the 
Chicago Teachers College, who had been designated as leader. 

Professor Hosic introduced the subject of the meeting by reading the 
report of the subcommittee of the Committee on Articulation of High 
Schools and Colleges of which he is the chairman. This report, copies of 
which were placed in the hands of all persons present at the conference, 
dealt with the plan for a national syllabus of English studies, for which a 
preliminary outline was given. The reading was much more than a mere 
reading, for it consisted largely of illustration and illuminating comment, 
explanation of the position of the committee on controverted points, and 
of suggestive questions. 

Mr. H. L. Terry, high-school inspector for the state of Wisconsin, was 
the first speaker when the meeting was thrown open for discussion. A 
serious omission in the report, he declared, was the failure to say any- 
thing about the effect, or the complete ineffectiveness, of formal examina- 
tions in English and American literature. He quoted a seventh-grade 
girl, who was asked if she didn't like "The Courtship of Miles Standish," 
as replying: yes, I like it well enough, if we didn't have to tell about 
it afterward." Mr. Terry's suggestion was that a certain number of 
literary readings should be undertaken in school, upon which no exami- 
nations should be held. Written examinations, he asserted, were not 
valuable tests of literary appreciation. Touching another point, he 
expressed the belief that teachers of history were improving their 
methods much more rapidly than teachers of English, because they were 
making so much use of " the history that is being made today." English 
teachers, he said, cannot be persuaded to use the literature that is being 
made today. 

Professor E. W. Smith, of Colgate University, was the next speaker. 
He criticized the committee's report for not putting sufficient emphasis 
on accuracy, which he said was one of the chief aims of teaching English. 
He expressed the belief that the "ability to answer clearly, briefly, and 
exactly a question on which one has the necessary information," which 
was given in the committee's report as one of the aims in teaching 
English, was a matter of merely academic consequence and was unworthy 
of mention as an aim in the teaching of English. He thought that under 
the head of oral English too little consideration had been given to con- 
versational skill, which is more valuable to most people than the ability 
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to address a public meeting. He also offered some minor criticisms on 
the committee's English. 

Replying to the last point, Miss Emma Breck, of the Oakland, Cal., 
High School, urged that the time of the conference be given to something 
more important than criticizing the mere phraseology of a preliminary- 
report. 

Principal H. L. Mays of the Lincoln, Neb., High School replied to 
Professor Smith's second point, defending the report of the committee, 
which called for the ability to answer questions well. 

Miss Curran, of Grass Valley, Cal., inquired where, how, and when 
technical grammar is to be taught. Professor Hosic answered for the 
committee that it was to be an integral part of the composition courses; 
that separate courses in grammar were a "demonstrated failure." He 
suggested that in the seventh, eighth, and ninth grades a simple grammar 
text should be used, but chiefly for reference, and certainly not for 
memorizing and reciting. Superintendent Frazer asked if this method 
was a "demonstrated success." Professor Hosic replied that it had been 
in his own and some others' experience, and that he had great faith in it. 

Miss Breck dissented from Professor Hosic's plan, saying that while 
it might be necessary to give formal work in grammar to children in the 
high school who had been poorly prepared, for those children who came 
from homes with even a very moderate degree of literary culture and 
interest in reading it was not necessary. She had not used grammar in 
the high school for years, had not missed it, and objected to having it put 
back into the high school. Professor Hosic replied that grammar was to 
be taught in the high school only when shown to be needed. 

Chairman Stuart at this point raised the question as to what impor- 
tant problems were in the minds of the committee in presenting the 
report. Professor Hosic said that the committee all felt that the propor- 
tioning of the time between what might be called the composition or 
practical aim of the work and the literary or aesthetic aim, was a serious 
problem. He insisted that the two aims were distinct, and assumed that 
they could not be, or at least were not, carried together in teaching. 
When those present were asked to vote whether there was a problem here, 
they were nearly unanimous in the affirmative. When they were asked 
whether they favored a plan for alternating by semesters the time to be 
devoted to these two aims, only four or five favored the plan. The 
cutting down of the alternate periods to a month or six weeks was then 
suggested, leaving the exact period to be decided by the teacher, but less 
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than a dozen favored this plan. He then suggested a vote on the plan of 
carrying on the two distinct aims side by side, but such a volley of ques- 
tions was fired in about the division of work between the teachers, the 
relating of the two aims, and the proportioning of the time, that no vote 
was taken. 

Principal J. 0. Cross, of the Pasadena high school, explained that his 
own plan involved the giving of two days each week to written composi- 
tion, one day to oral English, and two days to literature; and that the 
work would be assigned in the main to different teachers, because 
teachers would do best in what they were most interested. The division 
of work was not to be absolute, however, for he held that to give a 
teacher only written composition would be "inhumanity to man." 

Superintendent I. M. Allen, of Wichita, Kan., commended the com- 
mittee for that section of the report which stated the "Problems" in 
English teaching, and said that this would give him something tangible 
to discuss with his teachers. 

Professor Hosic, in closing the meeting, called attention to the re- 
quest of the committee in the report for more information, especially of 
plans actually in use and successful in industrial communities. 

W. F. Brewer, Secretary 
Montana State College 



PLANS FOR THE THIRD ANNUAL MEETING OF THE NATIONAL 

COUNCIL 

The Executive Committee of the National Council has made good 
progress in preparing the program of the next annual meeting, which will 
be held in Chicago, November 27 to 29. Headquarters have been 
arranged for at the Auditorium Hotel as last year. The first event will 
be the meeting of the Board of Directors at 4 o'clock on Thursday after- 
noon. Thursday evening will be given over to a conference of delegates 
and other representatives of local associations of English teachers. The 
leaders will be Edwin Fairly, of New York, and Harry G. Paul, of Illinois. 
During Friday forenoon three speakers will appear as follows : Professor 
Fred N. Scott, who will deliver the annual address; Percival Chubb, 
whose topic will be "The Blight of Literary Bookishness " ; and Professor 
Joseph Jastrow, who will present the results of an extensive investigation 
of "Language Sensibility." On Friday afternoon the sections will meet 
and the annual business meeting will be held. The chairmen of the sec- 
tions are as follows: Normal and Elementary, Samuel A. Lynch, of Iowa 
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State Teachers College; High School and College, Dr. Charles W. Kent, 
of the University of Virginia; Public Speaking, Professor Thomas C. 
Trueblood, of the University of Michigan. Among the topics in contem- 
plation for the sections are " Composition As an Incentive for Gathering 
Ideas," "The Teaching of Simplified Spelling in Normal and Elementary 
Schools," "Oral English in the School Course," and "College English 
Viewed from All Sides." 

The banquet of Friday evening seems too grateful to be omitted. 
After the dinner Mrs. Henry Hulst, of Grand Rapids, Mich., Mr. J. 
Milton O'Neill, of Dartmouth College, and Dr. Charles W. Kent, of the 
University of Virginia, will speak. It is intended that all who wish may 
go from the banquet to the opera. Announcement of current operas and 
plays will be made, so that those who wish may arrange for seats before- 
hand. This matter will be in charge of the Local Committee, C. L. 
Hooper, Chicago Teachers College, chairman. 

The closing session of the Council on Saturday will be occupied 
mainly with reports of committees. The Council has eleven committees 
at work, two of which are primarily committees of the Modern Language 
Association and one a committee co-operating with the National Educa- 
tion Association Commission on Secondary Education. The titles of 
these committees with the names and addresses of the chairmen are as 
follows: 1, Grammatical Terminology, Gertrude Buck, Vassar College, 
Poughkeepsie, N.Y.; 2, The Reorganization of the High-School Course 
in English, James F. Hosic, Chicago Teachers College, Chicago, 111.; 3, 
Home Reading of High-School Pupils, Herbert Bates, Manual Training 
High School, Brooklyn, N.Y. ; 4, Articulation of the Elementary Course 
in English with the High-School Course, Ernest C. Noyes, Fifth Avenue 
High School, Pittsburgh, Pa. ; 5, Equipment for School and College Work 
in English, Vincil C. Coulter, Normal School, Warrensburg, Mo.; 6, 
Pedagogical Investigation with Reference to English, Nathaniel W. 
Barnes, DePauw University, Greencastle, Ind.; 7, English in the 
Country School, Walter Barnes, Normal School, Glenville, W.Va.; 8, 
School and College Plays, Thacher H. Guild, University of Illinois, 
Urbana, 111.; 0, The Preparation of High-School Teachers of English, 
Franklin T. Baker, Teachers College, Columbia University; 10, The 
Preparation of College Teachers of English, James F. Hosic, Chicago 
Teachers College; n, The Cost and Labor of English Teaching, Edwin 
M. Hopkins, University of Kansas. 

The Committee on Grammatical Terminology has approved the 
report of the Joint Committee of Fifteen. This report is printed and. 
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may be obtained of D. W. Springer, Secretary of the National Education 
Association, Ann Arbor, Mich, or of Professor W. G. Hale, University 
of Chicago. The committee on the high-school course in English has a 
preliminary report which may be obtained from the chairman. It is 
expected that the committee on home reading will report changes in 
the list submitted last year, as suggested by the experience of users of 
the list. The committee on articulation hopes to make a final report. 
The Committee on Cost and Labor of English Teaching has finished its 
task, so far as high schools and colleges are concerned. Copies of the 
report may be obtained at six cents each from the chairman. The 
other committees are mainly new and will report progress. 

From the above it will be seen that the third annual meeting promises 
well. A thousand should be in attendance. Let each faithful member 
do his whole duty and the thing will be accomplished. 



For some years the schools of Newton, Mass., have been leading the 
way to better results in English. The work of Andrew George in the 
Newton High School established a tradition, and the elementary schools 
under the leadership of Miss Bryce and Superintendent Spaulding have 
developed remarkable methods in reading and in composition. More 
recently Charles S. Thomas, Mr. George's successor, has been instru- 
mental in organizing certain experiments looking especially to the 
efficient correlation of the work of the grade schools with that of the 
high schools. Conferences of teachers and principals have been held, 
papers have been graded by several teachers, a scale of marking has been 
devised, themes have been written on the same subjects by elementary 
and high-school pupils, and lists of common errors have been made out. 
These conferences have brought about the appointment of an English 
Committee by Superintendent Spaulding to continue and give perma- 
nence to the efforts already made. The committee has prepared the first 
number of a bulletin called The Newton English Leaflet, which contains 
a statement of the purposes of the committee and a body of suggestions on 
spelling, with a list of the words commonly misspelled by the pupils of 
the seventh, eighth, ninth, and tenth grades. Such a definite and well- 
organized attack ought to make a deep impression. 



The newest publication to come to the editor's desk is The Story 
Tellers' Magazine, a monthly, edited by Richard T. Wyche and published 
by the Story Tellers' Company at 27 West 23d St., New York. The 
periodical is the outgrowth of the National Story Tellers' League, which 
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was organized by Mr. Wyche at the Summer School of the South in 1903, 
and which now has numerous branches, principally in the larger cities. 
The movement is aimed at the development of the art of telling the best 
stories to children, and seems destined to attain wide popularity. 



Information is asked concerning those schools and colleges which 
have recently cut down the number of classes to the teacher of English 
and which arrange for regular conference work in composition during 
school hours. All who can do so are urged to send statements with 
regard to either or both of these points to the English Journal. 



The A. S. Barnes Company are celebrating the close of three-quarters 
of a century of book publishing by the distribution of a neat pamphlet 
in which is given an interesting account of " Seventy -five Years of Book 
Publishing." 

Bulletin No. 20 of the English Association of Great Britain contains 
an account of the summer meeting of the Society, a bibliography of the 
books of the year, the Proceedings of the Branches, and a list of new 
members. The Association has issued a fourth volume of Essays and 
Studies Studies under the editorship of Professor C. H. Herford. 



